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PRAIRIE  PROVINCES. 

By  Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Winnipeg',  February  2S. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  Can- 
ada during  the  year  1916.  It  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  Western 
Provinces,  manufacturers  generally  having  awakened  to  the  fact  that 
conditions  caused  by  the  war  make  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  supply 
the  needs  of  the  country. 

From  present  indications  it  will  not  be  a  great  while  before  the 
Dominion  will  be  independent  in  this  res]Dect.  Government  statistics 
show  that  in  the  past  two  years  Canada  has  practically  changed  from 
an  importing  to  an  exporting  country. 

Development  ol  New  Industries — Farmers  Benefited. 

New  industries  have  been  started  all  over  the  Dominion,  and  ap- 
parently there  is  no  dearth  of  capital  for  the  exploiting  of  new 
enterprises. 

While  the  manufacturers  have  profited,  the  farmers  have  probably 
benefited  to  a  greater  extent  by  the  large  increase  in  ])rices  of  farm 
products,  live  stock,  and  all  ])roducts  of  the  soil,  enabling  them  to 
clear  off  existing  mortgages,  invest  in  new  and  modern  machinery, 
and  provide  comfortable  buildings  for  themselves  and  their  stock. 
With  these  greater  facilities,  large  areas  of  land  will  be  broken  up 
and  cultivated  during  the  coming  year. 

Although  exports  of  fish  and  minerals  haxe  not  increased  to  the 
extent  that  was  anticipated  the  figures  for  191G  were  larger  than  ever 
before,  and  Canadians  generally  are  becoming  aware  of  the  country's 
rich  natural  resources,  up  to  the  present  time  almost  neglected. 

Capital  is  needed  for  the  extraction  of  the  mineral  deposits  of 
Manii()i;a.  particularly,  but  this  vviil  iloubiless  be  forthcoming,  judg- 
ing from  inquiries  made  by  engineers  and  mining  experts  in  the 
United  States.  If  reports  of  gold  findings  in  the  Eice  Lake  district 
are  correct,  the  development  will  be  of  great  commercial  importance 
to  Winnipeg.  It  it  estimated  that  about  $500,000  has  been  s]:)ent  in 
development  work,  and  the  Government  intends  constructing  good 
roads  into  that  district. 

Probably  the  best  evidence  of  commercial  prosperity  is  to  be  found 
in  the  reports  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  banks  of  the  Dominion. 
This  is  especially  e\  idont  in  th"  increase  of  savings  deposits. 

Increased  Sales — Fr€ight  Congestion. 

Manufacturers  of  dry  goods  had  a  good  year,  considering  their 
many  difficulties.     In  most  lines  a  slight  increase  in  sales  is  shown 
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over  1915.  According  to  a  carefhl  estimate,  the  increase  in  the  whole- 
sale volume  of  sales  of  staple  commodities  in  the  Prairie  Provinces 
during  1016  Avas  as  follows:  Lumber,  37  per  cent;  groceries,  11  per 
cent;  fruits,  35  per  cent;  dry  goods,  30  [)er  cent;  clothing,  33  per 
cent;  boots  and  shoes,  20  per  cent. 

The  denumd  in  all  lines  is  unprecedented.  The  chief  cause  of 
complaint  has  been  the  difficvdty  in  obtaining  materials  from  the 
mills.  Collections  are  generally  satisfactory,  with  a  tendency  to 
reduce  trade  credits,  owing  to  the  present  demand  for  goods  and 
rapid  turnover  of  capital. 

Freight  congestion  is  a  problem,  but  there  has  been  recently  some 
improvement  in  this  direction.  The  railroads  are  apparently  making 
every  effort  to  overcome  the  apparent  shortage  in  rolling  stock. 

Decreased  Business  Failures — Bank  Clearings. 

Canadian  failures  in  1916  numbered  1,772,  with  liabilities  of 
$15,952,681,  decreases,  respectively,  of  32  and  50  per  cent  from  1915, 
while  the  number  Avas  38  per  cent  smaller  than  in  1914,  the  first  year 
of  the  Avar.  The  business  failures  in  1915  and  1916,  by  Provinces, 
Avere  as  follows : 


Province. 


Ontario 

Quebec 

New  Brunswick 

Nova  Scotia 

Prince  Edward  Island 
Manitoba 


1915 

1916 

702 

566 

785 

539 

54 

43 

70 

40 

3 

5 

284 

173 

Province. 


Alberta 

Saskatchewan 

British  Columbia. 
Yukon  Territory.' 


Total  for  Dominion. 


216  150 

264       I  136 
243  120 


2,621 


1,772 


The  bank  clearings  for  the  Dominion  during  the  year  1916  exceeded 
$10,500,000,000,  an  increase  of  more  than  37  per  cent  over  1915. 
Winnipeg  clearings,  Avhich  reached  the  $1,000,000,000  mark  in  1911, 
passed  the  $2,000,000,000  mark  for  the  first  time  in  1916.  The  clear- 
ings for  certain  years  were  as  folloAA's:  1907,  $599,667,576;  1911, 
$1,172,762,142;  1913,  $1,634,977,237;  1914,  $1,370,960,806;  1915, 
$1,530,683,124;  and  1916,  $2,061,795,257. 

An  idea  of  the  adA^ance  made  in  the  west  may  be  gathered  by  the 
fact  that  the  bank  clearings  of  Lethbridge  increased  to  $19,740,223 
in  1915  and  to  $31,638,549  in  1916;  Calgary,  $228,786,302  in  1916,  an 
increase  OA^er  1915  of  $67,208,100. 

Alberta's  grain  crop  of  191(3  is  valued  at  $121,778,340,  as  compared 
with  $72,105,000  in  1015.  The  value  of  manufactures  has  been  esti- 
mated at  $242,000,000  for  1916;  agricultural  production  exclusive  of 
live  stock,  $174,727,000;  and  live  stock  $118,089,685,  a  total  of 
$584,825,685.  The  other  Prairie  ProAdnces  show  similar  improve- 
ment. 
Advancing  Prices  of  Agricultural  Products — Grain  Production. 

The  volume  of  railroad  and  lake  traffic  indicates  large  shipments 
of  Canadian  produce  to  foreign  markets.  During  November,  1916, 
they  Avere  exceptionally  heavj^  and  prices  of  the  principal  farm  prod- 
ucts advanced  substantially.  For  instance.  No.  2  Northern  Avheat  at 
Winnipeg  at  the  close  of  October  Avas  quoted  at  $1.84:}  per  bushel; 
about  the  middle  of  NoA'^ember  it  advanced  to  $1.95,  and  toward  the 
end  of  the  month  declined  slightly  to  $1.88.  The  average  price  in 
November,  1915,  Avas  approximately  $1,  and  the  average  for  the 
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entire  year  was  $1.25.  Toward  the  end  of  October,  No.  .3  Canadian 
Western  oats  were  readily  marketable  at  Winnipeg  at  G4  cents  per 
bushel.  The  average  price  last  year  was  51  cents  and  for  the  month 
of  October  about  40  cents.  The  price  of  No.  4  Canadian  Western 
barley  in  November  was  $1.03,  as  compared  with  64|  cents  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  value  of  the  chief  cereals  (wheat,  oats,  and  barley)  produced 
in  the  four  principal  grain  Provinces  of  Manitoba,  Alberta.  Saskat- 
chewan, and  Ontario,  follows: 


Province. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

858,407,000 
139,421,000 
52,826.000 
76, 709;  000 

$113,085,000 
206,757,000 
72, 105, 000 
84,719,000 

$80,310,620 

Saskatchewan 

224, 400,  .590 

Alberta 

121,778,340 

79,566,330 

Total 

327,363,000 

476,666,000 

506,0.55,880 

For  the  years  1914  and  1915  the  values  given  above  are  furnished 
by  the  Census  and  Statistics  Department ;  those  for  191G  are  based 
upon  prices  of  western  grain  at  Fort  William  and  Ontario  grain  at 
Toronto.  November  "25. 

Revision  of  Crop  Estimates. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  revise  many  of  the  estimates  made 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  Eailwa.y  returns  alivady  indicate  that  hist 
year's  grain  crop  was  much  larger  than  the  official  estimates.  There 
are  still  many  points  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  where  only  part  of  the 
crop  has  been  marketed  on  account  of  the  lack  of  cars,  and  at  the 
im[)ortant  terminals  at  the  head  of  the  Great  Lakes  orders  for  cars 
have  reached  nearly  5,000,  while  the  actual  number  of  cars  shipped 
varies  from  40  to  100  a  day. 

The  hitest  estimate  from  Ottawa  ("Feb.  1)  puts  the  wheat  crop  of 
the  Prairie  Provinces  at  225.000,000  bushels,  as  against  former  figures 
of  170,000,000  to  180,000,000  bushels,  being  about  P.  per  cent  increase. 
This  report  further  states  that  at  $1.50  per  bushel  this  means  the 
western  crop  will  be  worth  $75,000,000  more  than  was  anticipated. 
The  other  estimate,  from  the  Northwest  Grain  Dealers'  Associa- 
tion, places  the  crop  at  210,000,000  bushels.  The  estimate  of  Sep- 
tember 1  by  the  association  was  167,432,600  bushels,  making  an  in- 
crease of  42.867,400.  The  present  estimate  places  the  amount  in 
farmers'  hands  to  market  at  30.000,000,  and  in  the  interior  elevators 
there  are  still  33,800,000.  There  is  a  decrease  in  oats  and  barley  as 
compared  Avith  a  vear  aao.  i)ut  flax  shows  an  increase  of  about 
1,075.000  bushels. 

Comparisons  in  Values  of  Products. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  Government  sources,  give  the 
average  price  per  bushel  for  different  grains  received  by  Canadian 
farmers: 


Years. 

1 
-Wheat.  '     Oat?. 

Barley.   I      Hye. 

Flax. 

Buck- 
wheat. 

Corn. 

1910to  1913 

SO.  60         ;;p.  34 
1.  22             .  4S 
.83              .34 
1. 31              .  5.3 

1 

SO.  47 
.60 
.49 

.S2 

.'0. 71 
.8:j 
.79 
1.11 

.l.ll 
1.03 
1.50 
2.05 

SO.  62 

.72 

I.  07 

fO.62 
.71 
.71 
1.07 

1914 

1915 ■  ■" 

1916 
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The  Milling  Industry. 

During  their  financial  3'ear  the  milling  companies  in  Canada  did  an 
abnormal  business  from  which  satisfactory  profits  have  been  derived. 
The  output  was  30  per  cent  greater  than  in  previous  years,  and  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  exported.  An  unusually  large  pei;;centage  of 
the  crop  was  ground  in  Canadian  mills,  the  additional  quantity  of 
subsidiary  products  being  readily  absorbed  by  domestic  markets. 
There  has  been  a  yearly  increase  in  the  volume  of  foreign  business 
transacted  by  Canadian  mills,  in  spite  of  variations  in  the  amount 
of  the  crop  and  of  the  wheat  exported.  This  progress  has  been  ham- 
pered somewhat  by  the  lower  freight  rates  on  wheat  than  on  flour, 
but,  notwithstanding  this  disadvantage,  the  reported  gains  are  sub- 
stantial. 
Dairy  Products  Bring  High  Prices — Poultry  and  Eggs. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  dairy  products  in  Manitoba  in  1916, 
due  to  higher  prices  and  increased  output,  was  $628,257,  The  pro- 
duction of  creamery  butter  exceeded  that  of  1915  by  731,843  pounds, 
dairy  butter  by  272,845  pounds,  and  cheese  by  154,003  pounds.  The 
price  of  butter  in  carload  lots  varied  from  28^  cents  to  43  cents 
f.  o.  b.  Winnipeg. 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  quantity,  prices,  and 
values  of  the  dairj'  products  of  the  Province  for  the  years  1915  and 
1916: 


1915 

1916 

Product. 

Pounds. 

Price  per 
pound. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Price  per 
pound. 

Value. 

Butter: 

Creamery        

5, 839, 667 

4,150,444 

726, 725 

496, 334 

44,079.009 

Cents. 
29.0 
23.0 
15.0 
32.0 
2.1 

§1,693,503 

6.  .574., 510 

Cents. 
31.0 
25.2 
18.0 
36.0 
2.2 

$2, 038, 109 

958, 186       4. 423'.  289 

1,115,995 

Cheese 

109,008 
158, 827 
925,659 

880, 728 

478, 242 

45, 401, 043 

158, 530 

Creara,  sweet,  in  butter  fat 

Milk 

172, 168 
998,822 

Total 

55,292,179 

3,845,183 

hi,  757, 812 

4, 483, 624 

More  than  800,000  pounds  of  honey  was  produced  in  1916,  yield- 
ing a  revenue  of  more  than  $120,000,  averaging  about  15  cents  per 
pound. 

Poultry  raising  is  becoming  popular.  During  the  year  1,635,548 
pounds  of  chickens  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  20  cents  per 
pound,  yielding  $1,308,438;  133,448  turkeys  brought  $333,720;  73,334 
geese,  $99,014;  98,274  ducks,  $106,136,  About  5,500,000  dozen  eggs 
v>'ere  sold  at  an  average  price  of  22J  cents,  aggregating  $1,120,000. 

For  the  first  time  Manitoba  exported  several  carloads  of  eggs  in 
1916.     It  was  previously  necessary  to  import  a  large  quantity  to 
sujDply  the  local  demand.     New-laid  eggs  have  been  selling  at  retail 
as  high  as  75  cents  a  dozen, 
Manitoba  Vegetables  in  Demand, 

The  exportation  of  vegetables  to  the  United  Stntes  is  a  new  indus- 
try, 13,283,741  pounds  having  been  shipped  from  Winnipeg  during 
the  fall.  The  market  value  amounted  to  $159,676,  the  principal 
items  being  136,327  bushels  of  potatoes,  $111,248;  and  2,246  tons  of 
cabbage,  $41,381.  The  demand  for  cabljage  was  due  to  the  crop 
failures  in  Illinois,  losva,  and  Minnesota. 
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Earl}'  in  the  season  potatoes  were  selling-  as  low  as  50  cents  a  bushel 
of  60  pounds,  but  later  the  price  rose  to  $2.50  a  bushel  in  carload  lots. 

Manitoba  had  a  good  yield  of  potatoes,  4,700.000  bushels,  an 
increase  of  1,250,000  bushels  over  1915. 

Wool  Clip  and  Prices. 

The  total  wool  clip  of  Manitoba  for  191G  was  250,000  pounds. 
About  160,000  pounds,  or  60  per  cent  of  tlie  (-lip,  were  marketed  under 
the  Government  cooperative  scheme,  as  compared  with  69,000  pounds 
in  1915;  151,634  pounds  Avere  officially  graded,  bringing  an  average 
price  of  31.29  cents,  against  26.25  cents  per  pound  in  1915. 

The  following  prices  were  received  for  the  principal  grades  of 
wool :  Fine  clothing,  2,859  pounds  at  30  cents ;  fine  medium  combing, 
6.726  pounds  at  33  cents;  fine  medium  clothing,  6,581  pounds  at  30 
cents ;  medium  combing,  57,230  pounds  at  34  cents ;  medium  clothing, 
11,642  pounds  at  30  cents:  low  medium  combing,  37,400  pounds  at 
34  cents;  coarse,  1,639  pounds  at  32  cents;  luster,  15,542  pounds  at  30 
cents:  and  gray  and  black,  3,111  pounds  at  22  cents. 

Shortage  in  the  Fish  Supply. 

The  demand  for  western  Canadian  lake  fish  in  the  United  States 
was  so  great  that  shippers  exported  additional  varieties.  Whitefish 
and  pickerel  Avere  most  sought,  but  the  cheaper  fish  found  a  ready 
sale.  Although  there  was  a  decrease  of  1,575,581  pounds  from  1915  in 
exports  of  fish  to  the  United  States,  the  declared  value  was  $48,383 
more  than  in  1915. 

The  advance  in  express  rates  from  $2.50  to  $4  per  100  pounds  for 
shipments  of  fish  from  Winnipeg  to  eastern  cities,  effective  during 
the  summer,  has  been  reduced  again  to  the  former  figure. 

The  stock  of  local  dealers  is  completely  exhausted  and  the  market 
is  supplied  practically  from  day  to  day  b}'  the  shipments  coming 
down  from  Lake  Winnipeg.  By  far  the  largest  percentage  of  the 
catch  is  shipped  directly  to  the  American  market. 

Farmers'  Cooperative  Organizations. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  agricultural  industry  in  the  Western 
Provinces  is  evident  from  various  annual  returns,  of  which  those 
showing  the  results  of  the  operations  of  farmers'  organizations  and 
of  the  distribution  of  cattle  from  the  Winnipeg  stock  yards  are  es[)e- 
cially  significant.  The  farmers'  organizations  have  48,000  share- 
holders, a  paid-up  capital  of  more  than  $2,000,000,  and  assets  of 
more  than  $8,000,000.  Although  the  1916  crop  was  unusually  light 
these  companies  handled  90,000,000  bushels'  or  one-third  of  the 
marketable  portion  of  the  grain  raised ;  the  profits  aggregated 
$1,814,000,  and  of  this  amount  $620,000  will  be  paid  to  theYiovern- 
ment  under  the  provisions  of  the  Business  Profits  War  Tax  Act. 

Through  these  cooperative  associations  efforts  are  l)eing  made  to 
encourage  mixed  farming  and  the  acquisition  of  more  live  stock. 

There  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  price  of  all  farm  products. 
The  price  of  cheese  on  the  principal  markets  in  1916  varied  from  23 
to  24  cents  per  pound,  and  that  of  buttei-  from  37  to  50  cents. 
Prices  usually  advance  when  winter  sets  in.  but  the  increases  the  past 
year  were  exceptional.  During  the  period  from  May  1  to  Xo\em- 
ber  30,  1916,  the  ISIontreal  market  received  2,173.299  boxes  (»f  chee.se, 
or  220.555  boxes  more  than  in  the  correspondiug  period  the  j^receding 
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year.     The  price  was  41  per  cent  higher  than  at  the  same  time  in 

1915,  when  it  averaged  between  16  and  iTf  cents.  For  the  12  months 
ended  August,  as  compared  with  the  previous  12  months,  the  value 
of  the  exports  of  cheese  was  $29,733,679,  as  against  $21,961,466,  and 
that  of  bacon  and  hams  $21,233,493,  as  compared  with  $18,456,216. 

Industrial  and  Mining  Activity. 

The  industrial  activities  of  the  Western  Provinces  have  been 
checked  by  the  shortage,  increased  cost,  and  unavailability  of  raw 
materials  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Wholesale  prices  range  ap- 
proximately 49  per  cent  higher  than  a  year  ago;  iron  and  steel  are 
72  per  cent  and  other  metals  76  per  cent  higher.  Only  a  small  per- 
centage of  raw  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel 
was  obtained  from  domestic  sources.  More  partly  manufactured  ma- 
terials such  as  iron  and  steel  are  noAv  being  imported,  but  the  supply 
of  copper,  zinc,  lead,  and  other  metals  during  1917  will  be  derived  to 
a  greater  extent  from  Canada's  resources. 

Eefining  plants  have  been  projected  for  handling  an  additional 
70,000,000  pounds  of  copper  annually.  Some  of  these  have  already 
been  installed,  and  similar  developments  are  taking  place  with  re- 
gard to  other  metals.  The  output  of  copper,  gold,  lead  and  silver 
ore,  and  coal  and  coke  from  Fernie  alone  amounted  to  $5,505,997  in 

1916,  as  compared  Avith  $2,009,789  in  1915. 

The  production  of  the  industries  of  the  Dominion  in  1916,  in  both 
volume  and  value,  was  much  greater  than  in  1915.  Canada  has  relied 
too  much,  perhaps,  upon  its  grain  crops,  but  the  present  industrial 
and  mining  activity  will  doubtless  result  in  a  permanent  broadening 
of  the  basis  of  its  merchantable  Avealth. 

In  1915  the  zinc  ore  produced  in  Canada  Avas  valued  at  slightly 
more  than  $500,000;  in  1916  the  value  was  $1,000,000.  The  output 
of  copper  in  1915  Avas  102,612,486  pounds,  as  compared  with  125,000,- 
000  pounds  in  1916,  and  the  price  in  the  former  year  Avas  17^  cents 
per  pound,  as  against  an  average  of  27  cents  in  1916.  These  are  ex- 
amples of  the  great  expansion  in  the  mining  districts  of  central  and 
Avestern  Canada. 

The  demand  for  goods  wrought  of  iron  is  steadily  increasing. 
There  is  not  so  much  structural  work  planned  for  the  west  as  in 
some  years,  largely  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  steel  and 
its  high  cost. 

Although  there  was  little  or  no  raihvay  construction  in  the  west 
last  year,  a  Avidespread  demand  Avas  noted  for  railway  equipment, 
such  as  snowploAvs  and  castings;  there  is  also  a  brisk  market  for 
mining  equipment  and  cars,  mainly  for  the  mines  of  British  Colum- 
bia and  the  western  prairies. 
Business  Profits  Tax, 

Despite  heavy  depreciation  charges,  the  earnings  of  industrial  cor- 
porations created  a  neAv  high-Avater  mark.  Earnings  of  textile,  navi- 
gation, milling,  and  pulp  and  i^aper  companies  gained  considerably 
in  volume.  The  receipts  of  the  steel  companies  reached  very  high 
totals. 

The  business  profits  tax,  whereby  the  Dominion  Government  levies 
25  per  cent  of  all  corporate  profits  above  7  per  cent  on  paid-up  capital 
stock,  has  occasioned  no  embarrassment  and  very  little  inconvenience 
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to  Canadian  corporations.  Surplus  earnings  are  now  reported 
"  after  provision  for  sinking  fund,  bond  interest,  dividend,  and  war 
tax." 

Live  Stock  in  Winnipeg  Markets. 

During  1915  and  1916  the  price  of  beef  cattle  has  not  increased 
materiallj'.  At  Winnipeg  the  average  in  1915  was  between  $7  and 
$7.50  for  good  steers,  and  in  1916  it  was  nearer  the  lower  quotation. 
From  1909,  when  the  average  price  Avas  $4.50,  the  increase  was 
stead}'  until  it  reached  $7.50  in  1915. 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  1915,  shipments  of  cattle  and  hogs 
from  Winnipeg  to  the  United  States  during  1916  show  a  decrease 
of  almost  50  per  cent  in  quantities  and  values,  as  declared  in  invoices 
certified  at  this  office,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  heavy  exporta- 
tion to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Shipments  of  cattle  to  the  United  States  in  1910  numbered  33,274: 
head,  valued  at  $1,723,152,  compared  with  64,849  and  $3,330,194  in 
1915.  Exports  of  hogs  were  723  head,  valued  at  $21,958.  aaainst 
32,682  and  $346,857  in  1915. 

The  live  stock  industry  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  has  developed 
steadily.  The  progress  made  in  1915  and  in  the  past  five-year  period 
is  indicated  by  the  following  figures  of  farmers'  holdings  of  stock, 
issued  bv  the  Provincial  Governments: 


Horses 
Cattle. 
Hogs.. 
Sheep. 


1, 039,  496 

1,822,020 

676, 615 

352, 379 


1,574,367 

2, 460, 419 

1,553,565 

754, 040 


1, 617,  437 

2, 687, 566 

1,015,679 

793,601 


The  \alue  of  live  stock  marketed  at  AVinnipeg  during  1916  was 
$19,400,000,  against  $17,500,000  in  1915,  Following  are  comparative 
tables  issued  by  tlie  Union  Stock  Yards  showings  the  origin  of  receipts 
and  disposition  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Markets. 

Cattle. 

He 

gs. 

Sheep. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

1915 

8,169 
4,694 

1916 

ORIGIN. 

Manitoba 

59,972 
60, 378 

425 
16,926 

833 

76, 474 
65,021 

124, 390 
237, 403 

106,  739 
133,314 

12, 614 

Saskatchewan...        

6, 374 

Alberta 

14, 175 
3,279 

123, 195 
9 

77, 705 
63 

586 
352 

1, 493 

Eastern  Provinces 

lO'J 

Tola)....                     

138, 534 

158,949 

484,997 

317, 821 

13,801 

20,590 

DESTIXATION. 

Winnipeg 

47, 466 
17,425 
9,796 

63,783 

73, 432 
19,537 
31,479 
34, 119 

163, 687 

299, 184 

883 

21,685 

179,099 

127,999 

9,601 

682 

12, 710 
93 

688 
300 

17, 121 

Eastern  Pro\'inces 

6 

Western  Provinces 

3,361 

United  States 

57 

Total 

138,470 

158,567 

485, 439 

317,381 

13,791 

20,545 

Canadian  Cattle  Exports — New  Abattoirs. 

The  disposition  of  stockers  and  feeders  for  the  two  years  shows 
that  in  1916  9,550  Avere  sent  to  Manitoba  points,  11,939  to  Sas- 
katchewan, and  7.757  to  Alberta,  a  total  o\  29,246.     In  1915  the  total 
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number  sent  to  these  three  Provinces  was  9,380,  while  44,975  were 
exported  to  the  United  States,  which  received  only  21,124  in  1916. 

For  the  12  months  ended  August  last  the  value  of  the  live  cattle 
shipped  from  Canada  was  $10,778,488  and  in  the  previous  12  months 
$9,883,880.  The  value  of  all  animal  products  exported  in  these 
periods  was,  respectively,  $109,336,044  and  $83,072,265,  as  against 
$43,000,000  in  1913.  The  increase  is  due  as  much  to  higher  prices  as 
to  larger  volume.  Although  cattle  have  not  commanded  a  much 
higher  figure  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  advance  in  prices  for 
hogs  and  animal  jjroducts  has  been  substantial. 

During  the  jeav  a  modern  abattoir  was  constructed  and  equipped 
near  the  stockyards. 

The  proposal  of  the  Swift  Canadian  Co.  to  erect  a  $3,000,000  abat- 
toir in  the  Union  Stock  Yards  at  Winnipeg  is  being  considered  by 
the  Provincial  Government. 

As  the  undertaking  is  expected  to  encourage  the  stock-raising  in- 
dustry in  the  Province,  especial^  the  raising  of  hogs  and  sheep, 
officials  of  the  company  propose  that  the  Government  shall  identify 
itself  with  the  project  by  financial  aid.  If  this  is  done,  the  operation 
of  the  plant  will  have  much  of  the  character  of  a  public  enterprise. 

The  Pulp  and  Paper  Industry. 

The  shortage  of  cars,  together  with  the  diminished  supply  of  pulp 
wood,  is  seriously  felt  at  Fort  Frances,  Ontario,  and  at  International 
Falls,  Minn.,  v/here  the  paper  mills  owned  by  the  Minnesota  &  On- 
tario Power  Co.  are  located.  The  product  of  these  mills  supplies 
most  of  the  newspapers  in  western  Canada  with  their  news  print 
paper. 

Few  publishers  have  any  surplus  stock  on  hand,  and  practically 
all  have  been  depending  upon  daily  shipments  for  months  past.  The 
mills  mentioned  have  a  daily  capacity  of  365  tons  of  news  print,  and 
in  addition  to  supplying  newspapers  at  Winnipeg,  Brandon,  Eegina, 
Saskatoon,  Prince  Albert,  Moose  Jaw,  and  Lethbridge  are  furnish- 
ing some  of  the  paper  required  by  those  in  Chicago,  Kansas  City, 
St.  Louis,  New  Orleans,  and  Memphis. 

The  world  shortage  of  paper,  especially  nev/s  print,  is  drawing 
attention  to  the  huge  reserves  of  wood  in  Canada,  and  plans  are 
under  way  for  the  establishment  of  several  pulp  and  paper  mills 
in  the  west. 

The  Lake  Winnipeg  Paj^er  Co.  (Ltd.),  recently  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000,  proposes  to  develop  electric  power  and 
to  manufacture  pulp  and  news  print  paper. 

A  mill  of  50  tons  capacity  per  day  is  to  be  erected.  The  product 
will  be  news  print  and  building  paper,  in  addition  to  the  conversion 
of  waste  into  wrapping  paper  and  possibly  a  cheap  grade  of  card- 
board. As  there  are  extensive  areas  of  suitable  timber  in  northern 
Manitoba,  the  region  drained  by  the  Winnipeg  River  will  probably 
be  the  chief  source  of  supply,  especially  as  electric  powder  may  be  con- 
-*  eniently  and  economically  utilized.  Plans  are  being  drawn  for  the 
dam  and  power  plant  and  indications  point  to  the  beginning  of 
work  this  spring. 

Increased  Prices  of  Paper-Making  Materials. 

The  prices  of  raw  and  partly  manufactured  materials  for  paper 
making  are  much  higher  than  a  year  ago  because  of  the  increased 
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demand  from  the  United  States  and  the  advance  in  the  cost  of 
labor,  together  with  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
chemicals. 

The  commonest  kind  of  rags  that  formerly  sold  for  $2.50  to  $8.50 
per  100  pounds  now  sell  for  $3.50  to  $5.  The  better  grades  of  rags, 
known  as  shirt  cuttings,  which  sold  for  $3.25  and  $3.75  per  100 
pounds,  have  increased  to  $4.50  and  $5.50. 

In  the  eastern  paper  mills  ordinary  laborers  who  received  $1.75 
a  day  before  the  war  are  now  making  as  high  as  $3.50  a  day.  The 
cost  of  skilled  labor  in  the  mills  has  risen  proportionately. 

The  cut  of  wood  for  pulp  was  considerably  less  in  1916,  resulting 
in  a  shortage  when  the  demand  w^as  greater.  Pulpwood,  f.  o.  b.  point 
of  shipment  in  northern  Ontario,  in  1915  was  quoted  at  $4  a  cord; 
in  1916  it  was  sold  at  prices  varying  from  $5.50  to  $7. 

Exports  of  News  Print  Paper  to  United  States. 

The  shipments  of  news  print  paper  to  the  United  States,  as  de- 
clared in  invoices  consulated  at  Winnipeg  during  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1916,  amounted  to  54,694.170  pounds,  about  500,000 
pounds  less  than  in  1915.  The  invoice  price  was  declared  the  same  for 
both  years,  $1.85  per  100  pounds.  Since  the  transaction  is  between 
the  Canadian  mill  and  its  selling  agents  and  owners  in  Minnesota, 
this  price  does  not  represent  the  marlcet  value  of  the  product. 

Local  publishers  have  been  supplied,  under  yearly  contracts,  at 
about  $2.50  per  100  pounds  f.  o.  b.  Winnipeg;  new  contracts  are 
offered  at  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  mill.  The  Government  is  endeavoring  to  fix 
the  price  at  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  mill,  the  advance  being  the  added  cost  of 
transportation  from  the  mill  to  destination. 

Popularity  of  Automobiles  in  Manitoba. 

The  Provincial  Automobile  Department  reports  in  Manitoba  11,883 
automobiles,  of  which  4,346  are  owned  in  the  city  of  Winnipeg.  The 
increasing  popularity  of  automobiles  in  rural  localities  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  a  few  years  ago  there  were  more  in  Winnipeg  than  in 
the  rest  of  the  Province  combined.  The  total  automobile  investment 
in  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta  amounts  to  $45,000,000,  and 
$7,500,000  is  spent  yearly  for  accessories. 

Except  munitions,  no  other  industry  has  developed  so  rapidly  as 
the  automobile  trade.  Twelve  years  ago  the  manufacture  of  motor 
vehicles  was  begun  on  a  small  scale  in  Canada,  and  nine  years  ago 
the  first  order  of  200  tires  Avas  given  to  a  Canadian  firm.  To-day  90 
per  cent  of  the  annual  purchases  in  Canada  is  made  from  Canadian 
firms. 

More  cars  are  assembled  in  Winnipeg  to-day  than  in  all  Canada  a 
few  years  ago.  Sixty  completed  cars  are  turned  out  daily  by  one 
concern,  and  this  number  will  soon  be  increased  to  90.  On  one 
floor  in  an  automobile  showroom  some  600  or  700  motors  are  in  evi- 
dence, as  well  as  thousands  of  tires  and  other  parts  which  go  to  make 
up  the  finished  car.  The  evolution  is  so  complete  that  it  is  said  an 
automobile  can  now  be  made  to  order  in  one  hour  in  Winnipeg. 

Coal  Output  Increased. 

The  total  production  of  coal  in  Canada  during  the  year  1916  ap- 
proximated 14,365,000  short  tons.  Owing  to  labor  shortage,  the  pro- 
duction in  Nova  Scotia  decreased,  while  the  output  of  mines  in 


10  SUPPLEMENT    TO   COMMERCE  REPOETS. 

Alberta  was  32  per  cent  greater  than  in  1915,  and  in  British  Cohim- 
bia  27  per  cent  greater.  Stocks  of  coal  are  small,  and  nowhere  was 
the  production  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  urgent  current  require- 
ments. American  anthracite  coal  sold  at  Winnipeg  for  $11.50  per 
net  ton  of  2,000  pounds. 

The  estimate  by  Provinces  of  the  production  in  1916  follows,  figures 
for  1915  being  included  in  parentheses  for  comparison:  Nova  Scotia, 
G.950,000  (7,463,370)  ;  New  Brunswick,  135,000  (127.391)  ;  Saskatche- 
wan, 260,000  (240,107)  ;  Alberta,  4,400,000  (3,360,818)  ;  British  Co- 
lumbia, 2,620,000  '(2.065,613)  ;  total,  14.365,000  tons  of  2.000  pounds 
(13,267,023,  including  Yukon,  9,724). 

Financial  Condition  of  Manitoba — Other  Statistics. 

The  Manitoba  Government's  financial  statement  gives  assets  in 
1916  of  $66,576,712,  a  surplus  above  liabilities  of  $33,298,819.  The 
revenue  for  the  year  ended  November  30,  1916,  was  $5,982,433,  and 
the  expenditures  incurred  were  $6,157,381,  a  deficit  of  about  $175,000. 
The  funded  debt  of  the  Province  a  yea.v  ago  was  reported  as  $28,323.- 
273 ;  at  the  close  of  1916  it  was  $30,396,273. 

According  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  municipal  commissioner 
Januarv  1,  the  organized  territory  of  Manitoba  has  a  population  of 
521,123;  of  which  Greater  Winnipeg  has  247,367,  Brandon  18,043, 
and  Portage  la  Prairie  5,832. 

Of  the  total  assessment  of  the  Province,  $554,219,369,  more  than 
half,  $278,832,370,  is  in  Winnipeg.  The  debenture  debt  is  $57,420,- 
912 ;  Winnipeg  carries  $42,126,806. 

The  number  of  acres  of  taxable  land  in  the  Province  is  18,790,086, 
of  which  6,919,341  acres  are  under  cultivation.  There  are  56j062 
resident  farmers,  and  the  live  stock  aggregates  279,085  horses,  424,213 
cattle,  53,494  sheep,  and  267,642  pigs. 

The  report  of  the  Department  of  Education  for  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1916,  gives  the  school  population  of  Manitoba  as  118,703, 
of  which  number  103,796  pupils  were  enrolled — 97.100  in  the  ele- 
mentary grades  and  6,696  in  the  secondary  grades.  The  foregoing 
figures  represent  slight  increases  oVer  the  previous  year.  The  aver- 
age daily  attendance  declined  from  68,250  in  1915  to  66,561  in  1916; 
the  attendance  percentage  of  enrollment,  from  67.5  to  64.1.  The 
number  of  school  districts  in  1916  was  1,835  (1,805  in  1915)  ;  build- 
ings, 1,631  (1,520)  ;  departments,  2,888  (2,727)  ;  intermediate  schools, 
67  (60)  ;  and  high  schools,  20  (17),  There  were  7  collegiate  depart- 
ments and  10  collegiate  institutes  in  1916. 

In  the  elementary  schools  2,755  teachers  had  an  average  of  35 
pupils  each,  and  in  the  secondary  schools  236  teachers  averaged  22 
pupils.  The  consolidation  of  schools  into  school  districts  proceeded 
with  much  success.  Receipts  of  educational  institutions  amounted 
to  $7,074,477  and  expenditures  to  $6,658,230. 

The  pupils  enrolled  in  Winnipeg  numbered  28,192,  and  the  daily 
attendance  averaged  20,568.    In  this  city  534  school  departments  Avere 
in  operation.    During  the  year  64,541  free  textbooks  were  issued. 
Telephone  Service — Legislation. 

The  Government  telephones  in  this  Province  cleared  $528,076  over 
expenses  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  November  30,  1916.  There  are  now 
48,000  telephones  in  Manitoba,  or  9.7  per  100  of  population.  Winni- 
peg has  seven  exchanges,  all  of  which  are  equipped  with  the  latest 
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devices.  The  Government-owned  sj^stem  is  a  paying  investment  for 
the  people,  as  subscribers  are  getting  telephone  service  practically  at 
cost.  New  central  office  buildings  are  in  course  of  construction  in 
Brandon,  Dauphin,  and  other  points  in  the  Province. 

A  private  concern,  the  Louise  Telephone  Co.,  serves  Crystal  City 
and  Clearwater.  The  annual  cost  of  operation  per  station  is  $11,232, 
as  compared  with  $16,878  for  the  Manitoba  Government  telephones. 

Legislation  enacted  during  the  year  included  the  prohibition  of 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  the  Province  after  June  1, 
1916,  and  the  amendment  of  the  workmen's  compensation  act. 

Railway  Mileage  and  Construction. 

The  total  railway  mileage  in  Manitoba  is  4,672  miles,  including 
330  miles  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Railway,  Avhich  will  probably  be  open 
for  traffic  before  1918. 

This  project,  exclusive  of  rolling  stock,  will  cost  about  $16,000,000. 
A  dock  for  the  accommodation  of  ocean  going  vessels  has  been  built 
at  the  mouth  of  Nelson  River,  3,000  feet  from  shore,  connected  with 
the  mainland  by  a  steel  trestle  over  which  trains  will  run  out  to  the 
ships.  On  this  dock  a  million  dollar  grain  elevator  and  warehouses 
will  be  located. 

The  opening  of  the  Canadian  Government  Railway  in  June,  1916, 
established  direct  connection  between  Winnipeg  and  Quebec,  where 
transfer  is  made  to  the  Inter-colonial  Railway  and  the  eastern  part 
of  the  National  Transcontinental  system  for  points  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  completed  the  Connaught  Tunnel 
through  Mount  McDonald  in  the  Selkirk  Mountains.  This  tunnel, 
which  is  29  feet  wide  and  23  feet  high,  penetrating  Mount  McDonald 
in  a  straight  line  and  emerging  at  a  point  1,000  feet  below  the  present 
line,  was  built  in  the  record  time  of  2^  years  at  a  cost  of  $6,500,000 
and  is  said  to  be  a  quarter  of  a  mile  longer  than  the  Hoosac  Tunnel 
on  the  New  York  Central,  formerly  the  longest  railway  tunnel  on 
the  American  Continent. 

The  line  from  Vantage  to  Assiniboia,  to  be  completed  soon,  will 
connect  Moose  Jaw  and  the  Weyburn-Lethbridge  line,  materially  re- 
ducing the  mileage  between  the  west  and  southern  Saskatchewan. 

Grand  Marais  and  Victoria  Beach  were  connected  by  the  new 
branch  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway. 

The  Kenora  &  English  River  Railway  Co.  has  applied  for  a 
charter  to  build  a  line  from  a  point  on  the  National  Transconti- 
nental system  west  of  Superior  Junction  in  a  northwesterly  direction 
to  English  River,  thence  west  and  south  to  Winnipeg. 

If  the  Central  Canada  Railway  Co.  gets  its  charter  it  must  build 
a  road  to  the  Rice  Lake  mines  within  two  years.  Beginning  in  1917 
at  Selkirk  or  St.  Boniface  it  will  be  constructed  to  Wimiipeg  River, 
and  in  the  following  year  extended  to  Rice  Lake. 

For  the  12  months  ending  November  30,  1916,  earnings  of  the  three 
chief  railway  systems  aggregated  more  than  $234,000,000,  a  gain  of 
about  33  per  cent. 
The  Good  Roads  Movement. 

The  outlook  for  highway  improvement  all  over  the  Dominion 
was  never  so  encouraging  as  at  present.     Good  roads  are  closely 
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identified  with  the  success  of  farmers,  in  the  Western  Provinces  par- 
ticularly. The  cost  of  hauling  grain  on  the  average  countrj*'  road  is 
twice  as  much  as  on  permanent  highways,  where  the  cost  per  ton  per 
mile  is  estimated  at  from  10  to  12  cents ;  on  unimproved  roads  it  costs 
'2-i:  cents,  or  about  $12,000,000  annually,  so  that  a  saving  of  $6,000,000 
would  be  well  worth  while. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  recently  suggested  the  construction 
of  a  permanent  highway  system  to  include  about  2,000  miles  of  the 
principal  roads  in  the  Province,  the  cost  of  construction  to  approxi- 
mate $4,000  per  mile,  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  $8,000,000  in  a 
period  of  10  years.  There  would  be  a  main  highwa}'  from  the  south- 
western part  of  the  Province  to  Winnipeg,  connecting  with  the 
Jefferson  Highway,  already  planned  between  Winnipeg  and  Xew 
Orleans. 

Permanent  road  building  in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  is  pro- 
gressing, and  the  Dominion  Government  is  expected  to  provide 
$10,000,000  for  highway  improvement. 

Increased  Import  Trade  of  the  Dominion. 

Customs  receipts  at  Winnipeg  in  191G  were  $8,981,9.')8,  an  increase 
of  $8,022,760  from  the  previous  year.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  list 
of  goods  imported  into  the  Province.  Among  the  principal  increases 
in  imports  into  the  Dominion  in  1916  over  the  preceding  12  months 
were  the  following:  Carriages,  carts,  waaons,  cars,  etc.,  an  increase 
of  $7,000,000:  coal  and  colce,  $6,000,000 :' cotton,  $17,000,000;  drugs 
and  chemicals.  $11,000,000;  flax.  hemp,  etc.,  $3,000,000 :  fruits.  $3,- 
000.000:  india  rubber  and  manufactures,  $3,000,000:  metals  and  min- 
erals. $5-1,000,000;  oils,  $8,000,000:  provisions.  $14,000,000;  silk,  $4,- 
000,000:  sugar,  molasses,  etc..  $11,000,000;  tobacco,  $2,000,000;  wood 
and  manufactures.  $2,000,000:  wool  and  manufactures.  $17,000,000. 
Construction  Work  in  Winnipeg — Street  Railways. 

Building  operations  in  Winnipeg  during  the  year  were  compara- 
tively small,  though  showing  an  increase  of  $750,000  over  1915,  the 
amount  expended  approximating  $2,500,000.  The  principal  struc- 
tures erected  were  one  unit  of  the  T.  Eaton  Co.  (Ltd.)  Building,  a 
large  addition  to  the  Grain  Exchange,  and  the  Bank  of  Hamilton 
Building.  Contracts  for  the  completion  of  the  Provincial  Parliament 
Buildings  will  soon  be  awarded. 

The  Winnipeg  Aqueduct  Construction  Co.  will  build  for  the 
Greater  Winnipeg  Waterway  Board  a  pipe  line  between  Deacon  and 
the  Eed  River,  comprising  about  9^  miles  of  reinforced-concrete 
aqueduct,  with  an  interior  diameter  of  6i  feet. 

Nearly  $250,000  will  be  spent  on  improvements  to  the  Winnipeg- 
Hydroelectric  Plant  at  Point  du  Bois  for  increased  horsepower  to 
suppl}^  current  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Contractors  and  dealers  in  building  materials  are  looking  forAvard 
to  more  prosperous  conditions  the  coming  year. 

The  city  of  Winnipeg  contains  33,313  buildings  in  a  total  area 
of  14,865  acres.  The  as.sessed  value  of  the  buildings  is  $90,776,400  and 
the  land  $187,955,970,  a  total  of  $278,732,370. 

The  popularity  of  the  jitney  bus  continued  to  affect  the  earnings 
of  the  Winnipeg  Electric  Street  Railway  Co.,  which  were  less  than 
in  1915,  although  the  companv  showed'  a  net  surplus  of  $431,262, 
about  5  per  cent  on  the  capital  stock  of  $9,000,000. 
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The  main  system  carried  54,807,819  passengers  in  1916,  against 
48,566,959  in  the  previous  year.  There  are  now  350  cars  in  service 
within  the  city  limits,  not  incUiding  suburban  passenger  and  freight 
cars  operated  on  the  main  system  and  subsidiary  lines. 

Cost  of  Living — Higher  Price  Levels. 

In  the  upward  trend  of  foodstuffs  the  increased  cost  of  bread  has 
attracted  more  attention  than  that  of  other  commodities.  Wheat  is 
grown  within  the  Province,  and  it  seemed  that  the  price  of  bread 
should  not  be  materially  affected.  The  increase  was  due  to  the  ex- 
portation of  50  per  cent  of  the  flour  produced  by  Manitoba  mills. 
A  considerabty  greater  demand  both  at  home  and  abroad  was  the 
dominant  factor  in  the  higher  cost  of  living. 

As  evidence  of  the  rise  in  prices  of  groceries,  provisions,  and  other 
necessities,  Winnipeg's  relief  account  for  the  last  six  months  of  1916 
show^s  an  increase  of  51  per  cent  over  1912,  the  advance  in  canned 
goods  being  45  per  cent,  clothing  12  per  cent,  shoes  30  per  cent,  and 
firewood  40  per  cent. 

There  seems  to  be  almost  a  mania  for  adding  to  the  cost  of  all 
classes  of  goods,  particularly  in  certain  lines  of  hardware.  A  year 
ago  iron  nails  were  quoted  at  $3.25  per  keg,  f .  o.  b.  Winnipeg ;  to-day 
they  are  $5.25.  Sleigh-shoe  steel  was  $3.25  per  hundredweight  and 
is  $4.10;  tire  steel,  $3.40  and  $4;  spring  steel,  $3.75  and  $5.25;  and 
machine  steel,  $4  and  $5.25.  Bright  wire  staples,  $3.64  per  hundred- 
weight a  year  ago,  are  now  $5.10. 

The  Department  of  Labor's  index  number  of  wholesale  prices  rose 
during  the  vear  from  137.5  to  198.4.  Weekly  budget  estimates 
advanced  from  $14.23  to  $10.29. 

Exports  from  Winnipeg  to  United  States. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  exports 
to  the  United  States  as  declared  in  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate 
general  during  the  yeav  ended  December  31,  1916,  compared  with 
1915 : 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle head . 

Hofjs do 

Horses do 

Autonioliilcs number. . 

Dairy  products: 

Butter pounds . . 

Eggs dozen . . 

Fish pounds . . 

Flax bushels . . 

Furs,  raw , 

Grain,  etc.: 

Bran tons.. 

.  Farina barrels. . 

Flour (io 

MiddlinRS t  ons. . 

Oat  hulls do 

Oats busliels. . 

Rye do 

Screenings tons . . 

Wheat ..bui^hels.. 

Hides  and  skins: 

Orecn,s.Uea (P;^-- ; ; 

s^^^p^i^-^ SSs:; 


Quantity.        Value 


04,899 

32, 6S2 

134 

33 

143,  791 

55. 050 

16, 032;  800 

1,062,227 


5,668 


8-).70<» 

2,140 

2,091 

29, 48S 

41,  870 

.5,190 

553,344 

211,1"-) 

>"),  033, 0.S7 

26, 406 

301, 615 


$3, 330, 194 

346, 857 
39,  698 
34, 3-55 

26, 184 

12,  734 

666, 056 

619, 142 

678, 372 

i?8,S52 


549, 527 
41,  807 
32,033 
10, 125 
35, 677 
54,456 

532,845 

I  1,426,199 
;s,  446 


1916 


Quantity. 


33, 274 
723 
182 

28 

187, 369 


14, 457, 219 
220, 454 


4, 

1, 

12, 

2, 

1, 

187, 

98, 

5, 

2, 643, 


183,862 

6, 569, 055 

23,579 

302, 673 


Value. 


$1, 723, 152 
21, 959 
25.439 
30^000 

39,199 


714,439 
379,350 
969,513 

73,430 

7,259 
81,983 
38,096 
17, 112 
103,847 
109,982 
61,671 
3,  .385, 468 

I    1 , 507, 194 
11,053 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMEECE    REPORTS. 


Articles. 


Household  and  personal  effects 

Machinery 

Meats,  and  products  of: 

Beef pounds 

Bones do. . 

Casings do 

Hams do... 

Tallow do . . . 

Tankage do. .. 

Oil  cake do... 

Oil  painMnirs  and  pictures 

Paper: 

News  print pounds. 

Scrap do. . . 

Scrap: 

Copper pounds. . 

Iron do. 

Leather do . 

Rublier do 

Steel do.. 

Tin do.. 

Senega  root do. . 

Vegetables: 

Cabbage do . . 

Potatoes bushels 

Onions pounds 

Rutabagas do . . 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Latlis thousand. . 

Lumlier thousand  feet . 

Pulp  wood cords. . 

Wood  pulp pounds 

Wool do . . 

.\11  other  art  icles 


Total. 


1915 


Quantity.        Value 


3.054,316 

1, 124, 071 

65,018 


232, 131 
2,067,869 


55, 165, 533 
1,112,667 

35, 300 

5,945,771 

154, 545 

470, 502 

25, 143, 461 


505, 004 


18, 434 
90, 185 
5,056 


048, 802 


S287, 583 
97, 776 

312, 494 
10, 563 
11,456 


1916 


Quantity.        Value 


19, 731 
21, 019 


22,063 

984, 425 
13,015 

5,286 
16,632 
12, 049 
27, 936 
90, 204 


165, 747 


73, 659 

1,818,333 

20, 881 


161, 644 

284,088 


13, 046, 143 


2,692,791 

1,023,655 

47,585 

52,000 

52, 961 

1, 769, 719 

1, 231, 324 


54, 694, 170 
564, 803 

80,035 

4,209,322 

83,382 

497, 130 

26, 242. 730 

278, 100 

149, 242 

4,491,342 
136,327 
158, 018 
448, 761 

25,384 

84,093 

9  737 

207^  486 

312, 903 


S256, 136 
7,216 

263,377 
13,595 
4,688 
8,498 
5,060 
21, 744 
16, 459 
11,934 

%1, 611 
3,860 

12,390 
25,051 

3,354 
27,238 
157,078 

2,231 
77, 779 

41,381 

111,248 

3,721 

2,886 

93,096 

1,569,969 

35,321 

1,971 

99, 785 
278, 264 


13,447,087 


The  aggregate  value  of  exports  for  191G  shoAvs  an  increase  of 
$400,044  over  that  for  1915.  In  practicall}'  every  instance  the  quan- 
tities were  less,  but  the  values  greater,  indicating  the  advanced 
prices  ruling  during  the  year. 

The  principal  increases  Avere  in  the  exports  of  fish,  $48,383 ;  srain, 
$2,275,100;  green  salted  hides,  $80,995;  Avines  and  liquors,  $33,244; 
oil  cake,  $1(),459;  and  Aegetables,  $159,078.  The  exportation  of  Avines 
and  liquors  was  due  to  the  enforcement  of  the  neAv  prohibition  laAv ; 
the  vegetable  shipments  to  the  shortage  of  the  potato  and  cabbage 
crops  in  the  middle  Avestern  States.  The  shipment  of  oil  cake  is  a 
ueAv  departure. 

Decreases  occurred  in  the  exports  of  lire  animals.  $1,951,468;  meats 
and  meat  products,  $162,579,  due  to  the  increased  demand  in  Great 
Britain:  lumber,  $205,149;  and  machinery,  $00,560.  The  decrease  in 
the  value  of  returned  American  goods,  amounting  to  $161,211,  is 
more  than  accounted  for  in  the  single  item  of  machinery. 

KENORA  AGENCY. 

The  flour  mills  at  Kenora,  Ontario,  enjoyed  a  prosperous  year, 
having  secured  large  over-sea  contracts  at  much  higher  prices  than 
in  1915.  One  of  the  local  lumber  companies,  owned  by  American 
interests,  Avas  also  successful  during  1916,  and  is  noAv  fully  occupied 
in  filling  orders  from  eastern  manufacturers  and  shipbuilders  at 
good  prices.  Extreme  dullness  prevailed  in  most  retail  lines,  as 
there  was  a  marked  tendency  toAvard  economizing  generally. 

Exporters  of  Canadian  products  to  the  United  States  have  been 
hampered  by  difficulty  in  obtaining  cars  for  through  shipments. 
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Articles  Invoiced  for  TTnited  States. 

The  net  increase  in  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
Kenora  in  1916  Avas  $54,670.  There  was  an  increase  of  $173,918  in 
lumber  exports  over  the  previous  year.  Decreases  were :  Fresh  fish, 
$29,486;  middlings,  $17,640;  screenings,  $15,795;  flour,  $11,000;  and 
returned  American  goods,  $15,069.  The  falling  off  in  shipments  of 
flour,  middlings,  screenings,  and  other  foodstuffs  was  caused  by  the 
enhanced  demand  and  prices  for  these  couimodities  in  over-sea 
markets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  articles 
invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Kenora  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles 


Quantit5^        Value 


Quantity.        Value 


Bran tons.. 

Caviar .' pounds. . 

Fish,  fresh: 

Trout do 

Sturgeon do 

Furs,  raw 

Household  effects 

Wood,  and  manufictures  of: 

Laths M . . 

Logs M  feet . . 

Lumber do 

Poles  and  posts 

Wood  pulp pounds . . 

All  other  articles 


2,200 

863 

1,462,000 


6,615 

5,' 654' 

i5,"430,'6oo' 


Total. 


$37,998 

6!  7 


3,737 

8,088 

22, 668 

4,718 

lflS,-'i66 

24,084 
316, 564 

4?;,  676 


2, 125 
1,653 

876, 000 
4,250 


.*,  213 
l.-),284 


14,388,000 


638, 406 


139, 235 
2,046 

32, 716 

658 

3,030 

1,350 

'  31,196 

919 

282,314 

4, 302 

306, 439 

3,940 


8,145 
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